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Euphorbiaceae is a large plant family and is often associated with the toxicity of compounds present 
in many of the species in this family. The Euphorbiaceae is a rich source of diterpenes. Recent 

investigations in several laboratories have shown that Euphorbia diterpenes have antiviral, anticancer 
and anti-inflammatory activities. This talk will focus on the structural elucidation and analysis of 

diterpenoids from South African Euphorbia species. 


